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Determinand: 
Biological Report 
 
Matrix: 
Activated sludge 
 
Principle of Method: 
The laboratory uses microscopy to give an overview of the quality of the activate sludge to the 
treatment plant. This allows the treatment plant to predict bulking and foaming based on what 
filamentous bacteria are identified. This method uses staining and microscopy to identify the 
filamentous bacteria and protozoa present and to identify the shape and form of floc structures. 
 
Sampling and Sample Preparation: 
Samples should be taken in 500ml wide necked PET bottles.  
 
When there a delay between sampling and analysis the samples should be stored in the dark between 2–
8°C for up to 72 hours. 
 
Interferences: 
None identified 
 
Performance of Method: 
The Limit of Detection has not been determined for this method. 
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