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Sampling Considerations

Below is a summary of items that are likely to contain PFAS and therefore should not be used by staff 

conducting sampling and some acceptable substitutions.  

Not to be used Acceptable alternative

Teflon™ tubing/equipment HDPE tubing/equipment

Decon 90 Ensure PFAS-free cleaning products

LDPE or glass sample containers HDPE or other lab approved containers  
** ensure no Teflon™ liner

Waterproof or plastic field book Electronic data capture / metal clipboard 

Markers MyALS/Ball point pen or pencil

Water resistant or treated gloves / clothing Powderless nitrile gloves / cotton clothing

Cosmetics, creams, sunscreen  and related products --

Pre-packaged food, aluminum foil, fast food wrappers or 
containers 

--

Plastic bags Polyethylene bags (Ziplock®)

**This is not a full comprehensive list of all potential sources of PFAS contamination

AGS Environmental Sampling Guidance https://www.ags.org.uk/item/ags-guide-to-environmental-sampling/

ES&T Field Sampling Materials Unlikely to be a Source of Contamination in Samples: 
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/pdf/10.1021/acs.estlett.0c00036

https://www.ags.org.uk/item/ags-guide-to-environmental-sampling/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url%3Dhttps*3A*2F*2Fpubs.acs.org*2Fdoi*2Fpdf*2F10.1021*2Facs.estlett.0c00036%26data%3D02*7C01*7CGeraint.Williams*40ALSGlobal.com*7C51d4dd878cad434b7e4e08d845df6c3d*7C485ca04e6f7440509764cdb4bfa89c25*7C0*7C0*7C637336173229100352%26sdata%3D3FMqNkByNDVEYz9Mm*2BrEMnIAQHZTtWjXZhTWvqcO7hg*3D%26reserved%3D0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSU!!B5cixuoO7ltTeg!XXycYIHybSKPBrlpT96eWuebHsIEgD3mLszEiAlIa-_ajghHfteVSGwMw5PJKJu2gRc$&data=02|01|Geraint.Williams@ALSGlobal.com|0af477e64a6a47dfa7f908d84e90908d|485ca04e6f7440509764cdb4bfa89c25|0|0|637345730130380021&sdata=sjyRID57/9E2RKV36F93RsHsf45QdtIoBxfEHEbpv18%3D&reserved=0

